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THE SAFE ACT JEOPARDIZES

ISRAEL’S SECURITY

HON. GERALD B.H. SOLOMON
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 1, 1998

Mr. SOLOMON. Mr. Speaker, as you know,
approval of the SAFE ACT, (H.R. 695) without
key recovery will damage America’s intel-
ligence gathering capability. This is the reason
the National Security and Intelligence Commit-
tees strongly oppose the bill.

When terrorist nations or terrorist organiza-
tions communicate we now possess the capa-
bility to intercept and decode those messages.
However, if the SAFE ACT becomes law our
country will lose this capability. Approval of
this bill would have grave consequences on
Israel. First, since the bill effectively eliminates
export controls on encryption technology it will
weaken our ability to collect intelligence and
as a result devalue the intelligence we share.
Secondly, making unrestricted encryption tech-
nology available to terrorist organizations
would jeopardize Israel’s own intelligence ca-
pability.

When questioned about the effects of H.R.
695 (The SAFE ACT) General Meir Dagan,
Advisor to the Israeli Prime Minister on
Counter Terrorism stated, ‘‘making unbreak-
able encryption software available would be
the equivalent of shooting ourselves with our
own gun!’’ And Major General David Ivry, Ad-
visor to Israel’s Minister of Defense said that,
‘‘we would encourage all of our friends in the
United States to oppose the bill.’’

The proponents of this bill maintain that our
enemies and Israel’s enemies will eventually
possess encryption technology. Even if true, it
fails to explain why we should rush to place
this technology in the hands of our enemies.
Please give the United States, our allies and
our friends the time to develop a strategy and
countermeasures to address these new tech-
nologies by opposing the SAFE ACT.
f

THE EMPOWERMENT ZONE
ENHACMENT ACT OF 1998

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 1, 1998

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, today, we have
the opportunity to take another step closer to
a goal that is close to our hearts—renewing
investments in our cities and communities.
Working closely with the administration, the
leadership of numerous Federal agencies,
State and local governments, and community
residents, I am introducing the Empowerment
Zone Enhancement Act of 1998.

The Empowerment Zone Enhancement Act
expands on the successful empowerment
zone (EZ) initiative we began in the Omnibus
Budget Reconciliation Act (OBRA) of 1993. In
1993, OBRA created nine empowerment zone
demonstration projects and 95 enterprise com-
munities. In the 1997 Taxpayer Relief Act, we
went one step further by authorizing the des-
ignation of 20 additional EZs and provided for
tax incentives for these zones. However, the
1997 Act did not provide the flexible grant
funding critical to assist distressed urban and

rural communities develop and implement ho-
listic revitalization programs. The bill I am in-
troducing today would fulfill this major goal of
the Empowerment Zone/Enterprise Community
(EZ/EC) Initiative. Specifically, this bill pro-
vides for $1.7 billion in grant funds over a 10-
year period, $1.5 billion for the urban zones
and $0.2 billion for the rural zones. The funds
are channeled through the Title XX social
services block grant and are in addition to cur-
rent Title XX resources.

Despite the short existence of the EC/EZ
Initiative, various elements for success have
been identified. This initiative has not pro-
duced the intended benefits of creating eco-
nomic opportunity, broad-based community
partnerships and sustainable community de-
velopment, but has also proven to be one in
which local neighborhoods are encouraged to
seek solutions to the problems of their com-
munity, rather than wait for Washington solu-
tions.

Leveraging public sector resources to en-
able private-sector community investment is a
fiscally responsible means of promoting com-
munity development and prosperity. The Em-
powerment Zone Enhancement Act is the next
logical step in permitting the private sector to
actively participate in this process of develop-
ing and implementing solutions. It is important
and appropriate that we continue this process
of rebuilding our communities.
f

DISABLED VETERANS’ AUTO-
MOBILE ASSISTANCE IMPROVE-
MENT ACT OF 1998, H.R. 3618

HON. LANE EVANS
OF ILLINOIS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 1, 1998

Mr. EVANS. Mr. Speaker, today, I am intro-
ducing the Disabled Veterans’ Automobile As-
sistance Improvement Act of 1998. Severely
disabled veterans are eligible for a grant from
the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) to
provide or assist in providing an automobile or
other conveyance.

The original intent of this program was to
provide a grant which would enable a veteran
to actually purchase a motor vehicle. The
grant currently available is totally insufficient
for that purpose. In 1971, the average cost of
a new car was $3,742 and the VA grant
amount was $2,800. In 1974, the average cost
of a new car was $4,440 and the VA grant
was raised to $3,300. By 1988, the average
cost of a new car had increased to $14,065
and the VA grant had increased to $5,500.
Today, the average cost of a new car is
$20,647, but the VA grant remains limited to
$5,500. These figures dramatically dem-
onstrate the erosion of a benefit which is de-
signed to assist disabled veterans in the pur-
chase of a motor vehicle.

The Disabled Veterans’ Automobile Assist-
ance Improvement Act of 1998 will enable dis-
abled veterans to qualify for a grant which will
be increased to make up for the increased
cost of automobiles over the last ten years
and will index these amounts for future infla-
tion. Our severely disabled veterans need as-
sistance with the cost of motor vehicles which,
due to the extent of the veterans’ service-con-
nected disabilities, frequently cost far more
than the average cost of an automobile. This

legislation will provide that assistance and I
urge my colleagues to support this important
legislation.
f

HONORING DR. PAUL DRESCHNACK

HON. MICHAEL BILIRAKIS
OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 1, 1998

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
commend the work of one of my constituents,
Dr. Paul Dreschnack. Dr. Dreschnack is a
plastic surgeon who spends several weeks
each year in India, voluntarily performing free
operations on children born with facial defects.

I recently nominated Dr. Dreschnack and his
mentor, Dr. Sharadkumar Dicksheet, for a
Nobel Peace Prize. I would like to share with
our colleagues the letter I submitted with their
nomination application. I nominated these out-
standing men because they embody the es-
sence of humanitarianism. They have self-
lessly given their time, money, and energy to
improve the lives of others.

On behalf of the United States House of
Representatives, I thank Dr. Dreschnack and
Dr. Dicksheet for their tireless work. They are
very worthy of this prestigious award and
would uphold its tradition of outstanding recipi-
ents if it is awarded to them.

DEAR NOBEL COMMITTEE MEMBERS: It is my
distinct privilege to bring before the Com-
mittee two physicians whose humanitarian
contributions in the area of medicine have
prompted me to submit their names for con-
sideration as Nobel Prize Laureates.

I became acquainted with the work of Dr.
Dicksheet and Dr. Dreschnack during a re-
cent meeting with representatives from a
local chapter of an international civic orga-
nization, the Rotary Club of Dunedin, North.
The story that unfolded over the next sev-
eral hours could be subtitled by the head-
lines of some of the articles contained in
their packet: ‘‘The Doctor’s Heart: A New
York Doctor Returns to India to Give His
Life’s Earnings Back’’; ‘‘New Life to the De-
formed’’; ‘‘One Man, 20,000 Lives.’’

Most of us, as we mature and recognize
that we have been the recipient of unearned
blessings or talents in life, desire to give
back to the community. Such is the motive
driving both Dr. Dicksheet and Dr.
Dreschnack. But their vision, the longevity
and the largesse of their contributions sets
them apart among men.

For thirty years, Dr. Sharad Dicksheet has
spent approximately six months each year in
the poorest regions of India, providing free
surgery to those in need. He brings with him
a small team of surgeons, often paying for
their travel out of his own funds.

They arrive at one of the many Plastic
Surgery Camps, or Shibers, as they are
called. Year after year, the routine has been
the same. By daybreak, hundreds of people
have arrived, (some traveling hundreds of
miles) to be evaluated for treatment. In re-
cent years the number arriving at each site
has often increased to over one-thousand
people.

Time and resources dictate that only those
deemed treatable can be assured of surgery.
The patients are primarily cleft lip and or
cleft palate cases but include a variety of fa-
cial deformities, burn injuries, including
burn contractures of joints, and deformed
ears and eyes.

By nine o’clock, separate operating tables
have been set up for the team and the sur-
geries begin, continuing uninterrupted until
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six o’clock in the evening. An average of
thirty-five surgeries are performed daily, but
many times the number reaches more than
fifty. The statistics are phenomenal. Since
Dr. Dicksheet began his work in 1968, more
than 40,000 operations have been performed.
Financially, his contributions exceed $80
million.

But, what does the work mean to his pa-
tients? Nothing short of a new life! Infants
who would have died, unable to suck milk,
now thrive. Families outcast by the social
stigma of deformity, are restored. Young
girls, (and boys), unmarriageable and unable
to work or make a living, have a future.
Each of the 40,000 cases has a life changing
story. It would be impossible to accurately
estimate the thousands of people whose lives
have been positively affected by Dr.
Dicksheet and his associates. And, when you
consider that the doctors also teach surgical
techniques to Indian surgeons through the
Indian Medical Society, the number in-
creases even more.

What makes Dr. Dicksheet’s story even
more remarkable is that the doctor has con-
ducted the majority of his humanitarian
work while he, himself, has been in grave
health. About 18 years ago he underwent sur-
gery for laryngeal cancer. His speech is, for
the most part, inaudible and he must com-
municate in writing much of the time. Ten
years ago he suffered a severe heart attack,
followed by another attack in 1994. In spite
of his health he has continued to raise funds,
travel and operate from a wheelchair. At this
time, however, his health has further dete-
riorated. He is not expected to live much
longer. Over the years he has treated each
day as a ‘‘bonanza,’’ and filled it with giving
his life to his fellow man. ‘‘I feel good in giv-
ing this service to my countrymen,’’ he re-
sponds when asked about his work.

What will happen to his work? Preparation
has been made to turn the work over to the
very capable hands of Dr. Paul Dreschnack,
who has worked with Dr. Dicksheet for nine
years and shares his vision, enthusiasm and
dedication. As Dr. Dreschnack responded in
an interview in 1995, ‘‘I’ll be doing it (the
work) for a long time.’’ I am very proud to
count Dr. Paul Dreschnack as a resident of
my Congressional district.

The humanitarian contributions of these
men sets an example for the world. They ex-
emplify how much more we can give when we
are willing to give our lives, totally. They
show us how much larger our vision can be
when we refuse to see obstacles and we view
our fellow man as our brother.

I am very pleased to bring Dr.
Sharadkumar Dicksheet and Dr. Paul
Dreschnack before you.

With best wishes, I am
Sincerely yours,

MICHAEL BILIRAKIS,
Member of Congress.
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TRIBUTE TO DAVID G. RICE, JR.

HON. BOB SCHAFFER
OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 1, 1998

Mr. SCHAFFER of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to pay tribute to David G. Rice, Jr.,
a true friend of Colorado’s agriculture industry,
who recently passed away at the age of 81.

Dave was born on his family’s homestead in
1916, outside Grand Junction, Colorado. He

studied animal husbandry at Colorado A&M,
graduating in 1939. Dave then went to work in
the Cooperative Extension offices of Elbert
and Delta Counties for the next ten years, ex-
cept for time he served in the military during
World War II.

In 1949, he started his 33-year-long career
with the Colorado Cattlemen’s Association
(CCA) retiring as their executive vice presi-
dent. Upon retirement, he became CCA’s Vice
President for Legislation and Federal Lands
and, until very recently, remained actively in-
volved lobbying on behalf of agriculture.

For his service to agriculture, Dave received
numerous awards throughout his career in-
cluding the Federal Land Bank of Wichita’s
50th Anniversary Medal, authorized by Con-
gress and the President of the United States;
CSU’s Livestock Industry Award; and induction
into the Colorado Agriculture Hall of Fame. He
was uniquely acknowledged by the 55th Colo-
rado General Assembly for 40 years of service
to the industry in the form of a plaque dedi-
cated and hung in the State Capitol, the only
plaque hung in honor of a lobbyist. He has
also been honored by various conservation or-
ganizations such as Ducks Unlimited and the
Safari Club.

The best accolades come, however, in the
form of what people say about us. I believe
Kirk Hanna, CCA’s President, best summed
up many folks’ feelings when he recently said,
‘‘Dave Rice is a legend in agriculture—though
I doubt he would have admitted it. He was ad-
mired by many in both the political and agri-
culture arena not only for what he did, but for
who he was—a man who cared about other
people. His contributions to the state of Colo-
rado and agriculture are sure to remain unsur-
passed.’’ Amen. I could not have said it better.

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to pay tribute to
this man whose knowledge and wisdom will
be sorely missed by both the agricultural and
legislative communities.
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COMMEMORATIVE COIN

HON. ENI F.H. FALEOMAVAEGA
OF AMERICAN SAMOA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 1, 1998

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker, I rise
in strong support of legislation which is being
introduced today by Congresswoman ELEANOR
HOLMES-NORTON with the four Congressional
delegates as cosponsors. The legislation
would amend the 50 States Commemorative
Coin Program Act to extend the program by
an additional year for the purpose of including
the District of Columbia, American Samoa,
Guam, Puerto Rico and the United States Vir-
gin Islands.

Mr. Speaker, earlier in this Congress when
we passed the Commemorative Coin Program
Act, the insular areas were omitted from the
legislation. Current law authorizes the minting
of twenty-five cent coins to commemorate
each of the 50 states through state-specific
designs on one side of the coins. It is a ten-
year program, with five states being honored
each year.

This bill amends current law by adding an
eleventh year to the program. During this year,

the District of Columbia and the four insular
areas, American Samoa, Guam, Puerto Rico,
and the U.S. Virgin Islands, would also be rec-
ognized through the minting of twenty-five cent
coins. Commemorative designs on one side of
the coins would be submitted by the chief ex-
ecutive officer of these areas.

This legislation is very timely for my Con-
gressional district, Mr. Speaker. American
Samoa will celebrate the centennial of its
union with the United States in the year 2000.

American Samoa has a long, proud history
of supporting the United States—ever since
the traditional leaders of the main island of
Tutuila ceded their island to the United States
on April 17, 1900. Tutuila’s beautiful harbor is
the deepest in the South Pacific, and the port
village of Pago Pago was used as a coaling
station for U.S. naval ships in the early part of
the century and as a support base for U.S.
soldiers during World War II. To this day,
American Samoa serves as a refueling point
for U.S. naval ships and military aircraft.

At the present time, American Samoans
have a per capita enlistment rate in the U.S.
military which is as high as any state or U.S.
territory. Our sons and daughters have served
in record numbers in every U.S. military en-
gagement from World War II to Desert Storm.
We have stood by the United States in good
times and bad, and we will continue to do so.

Congress has recognized American Sa-
moa’s proud heritage on numerous occasions,
and many of my constituents have asked that
the United States Government provide special
recognition of the 100th year of our union. I
believe it would be most fitting to acknowledge
the centennial anniversary of our relationship
with the United States with the issuance of a
commemorative coin, and I am optimistic that
this bill will become public law later this year.

f

CAMPAIGN FINANCE REFORM

HON. RON KIND
OF WISCONSIN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 1, 1998

Mr. KIND. Mr. Speaker, today we will ad-
journ for the Easter recess without having had
a debate on campaign finance reform. The
leadership of this House may believe they
made good on their promise to allow a vote,
but they have not. The House leadership may
think they have fooled the public into believing
that they took action, they are wrong. Frankly
Mr. Speaker, I am outraged that we have not
taken action on this important issue.

Over the next two weeks I will be holding a
Town Hall meeting in each of the sixteen
counties which I represent in western Wiscon-
sin. Having traveled throughout my district no
one has told me that we need more money in
politics. They have asked me to pass mean-
ingful reform, to take the big money out of the
process and return campaigns to the people.
At my Town Hall meetings I will tell my con-
stituents that the leadership has denied me
the right to vote on limiting the influence of big
money in campaigns.

When we return at the end of April I hope
we will make a serious effort to fix our cam-
paign finance system. The people of my dis-
trict have told me not to take ‘‘no’’ for an an-
swer.
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